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A quote from Pope Francis: 

"The mission of the pastors is to help the flock entrusted to them, that it be always
out-going, on the move to proclaim the joy of the Gospel; not closed in tight circles,
in ecclesial 'microclimates' which would take us back to the days of clouds and thick
darkness. Together we ask God for the grace to imitate the spirit and example of the
great missionaries, through which the Holy Spirit has revitalised the Church, which is
revived when she goes out of her own accord on the ways of the world to live and
proclaim the Gospel. Let us remember what happened in Edinburgh, at the origins of
the ecumenical movement: it was precisely the fire of mission that allowed us to
begin to overcome the barriers and break down the fences that isolated us and
made a common path unthinkable. Let us pray together for this: the Lord grant us
that from here might arise a renewed élan for communion and mission."

— Vespers with the Archbishop of Canterbury, St. Andrew and St. Gregory, Rome,
Oct. 5, 2016

Editor's note: We can send you a biweekly email alert with content from The
Francis Chronicles. Follow the directions on our email alert signup page.
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